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allow their legislatures to carry over sessions across the two-year period while techni-
cally considering their legislatures to be biennial. When in regular session, the Texas 
Legislature meets for 140 days, making the length of its session the fourteenth-longest 
in the country. Thirteen states, including large-population states such as California, 
Michigan, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, do not limit the length 
of state legislative sessions.12

Regular session
meetings of a legislature that  
are required by a constitution 
or law. In Texas, the Texas 
Legislature meets every other  
year for 140 days.

  Table 3.2 	  Size of State Legislatures

State

Total Members of the  
State Legislature

Population Per 
Legislator Population

Upper 
House

Lower 
House

Total 
Members Rank Ratio Rank

In 
Millions Rank

New Hampshire 24 400 424   1     3,116 50   1.321 42

Pennsylvania 50 203 253   2   50,336 13 12.735   6

Georgia 56 180 236   3   41,219 20   9.728   9

New York 62 150 212   4   91,609   4 19.421   3

Minnesota 67 134 201   5   26,442 30   5.315 21

Massachusetts 40 160 200   6   32,798 23   6.560 14

Missouri 34 163 197   7   30,515 27   6.011 18

Maryland 47 141 188   8   30,797 26   5.790 19

Connecticut 36 151 187   9   19,153 34   3.582 29

Maine 35 151 186 10     7,167 45   1.333 41

Texas 31 150 181 11 139,602   2 25.268   2

Vermont 30 150 180 12     3,502 49   0.630 49

Illinois 59 118 177 13   72,680   7 12.864   5

Mississippi 52 122 174 14   17,116 38   2.978 31

North Carolina 50 120 170 15   56,269 11   9.566 10

South Carolina 46 124 170 15   27,329 28   4.696 24

Kansas 40 125 165 17   17,356 37   2.864 33

Florida 40 120 160 18 118,130   3 18.901   4

Indiana 50 100 150 19   43,344 16   6.502 15

Iowa 50 100 150 19   20,359 33   3.054 30

Montana 50 100 150 19 6,629 46   0.994 44

Oklahoma 48 101 149 22   25,268 31   3.765 28


